ONTARIO PROFESSIONAL
FORESTERS ASSOCIATION

S
O
¥
'©
-
-
C
<




ONTARIO PROFESSIONAL FORESTERS ASSOCIATION

2020 ANNUAL REPORT

OFFICE  905.877.3679 ADDRESS 5 Wesleyan Street #201 opfa@opfa.ca
FAX 905.877.6766 Georgetown, ON L7G 2E2 www.opfa.ca
Executive Director Administration
Fred PintoR.P.F. ENFORCEMENDORDINATOR

David Payne
RegiStrar REGISTRATIOMNAGER

Fred PintoR.P.F. Louise SimpsQM ScF

OFFICE & REGISTRATION COORDINATOR
PriscillaDoyle BBA

BOOKKEEPER
KerrySpencer

COUNCIL 2019-2020

. COUNCILLORORTHWEST
President Scot RubirR.P.E
Denis GagnaR.P.F. COUNCILLORORTHEAST

Gordon Kingr.P.F.

Vice-President
COUNCILLOBENTRAL WEST

Chris McDonglR.P.F. Neil McLearR.P.F.

COUNCILLOBENTRAL EAST

Past President LaceyR0SeR. P.F.

Peter StreetR.P.F
COUNCILLOROUTHWEST

Carol WalkeR.P.F.
COUNCILLOROUTHEAST
Waseem Ashi®R.P.F.
PUBLIC MEMBERS
Daniela Corapi
Susan Gesnlar
David Goldsmith
Sally Krigstin

Mark Kuhlbergt

Larry McDermott
Douglas Reynolds
Paul Wallk&

WUPartial Year Public members are appointed by the Lieutenant Goveim@ouncibf Ontario

The OPFA Annual Report is published ufitlerProfessional Foresters Act, 20(hted in Ontario, Canada.

Requests taise material published in The OPFA Annual Repg@istibuld be directed to the Executive Director, Georgetown, ON

2020ANNUAL REPORT



QONTENTS

COMMITTEE, WORKING GROUP & TASK TEAMS
PRESIDESY MESSAGE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND REGIS VEASAGE
FINANCE COMMITHREPORT

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT

EQUITY AND INCLUSION TASK TEAM REPORT
AWARDS & RECOGNITION WORKING GROUP REPORT
EDITORIAL BOARD WORKING GROUP REPORT
PRIVATE LAND FORESTRY WORKING GROUP REPORT
URBAN FORESTRY WORKING GRERGRT

SOCIAL MEDIA WORKING GROUP REPORT
CANADIAN FORESTRY ACCREDITATION BOARD
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

13

15

18

20

23

25

26

28

31

36

50

2020ANNUAL REPORT



COMMITTEE®B/ORKING GROUPS

& TASK TEAMS

Executive?

CHAIR

Denis GagnamR.P.F.
(President)

ChrigvicDonel|R.P.F.
(Vice President)

Peter StreetR.P.F.
(Past President)

Lacey Ros®.P.F.
(Elected Councillor)

Susan Gesnét
(Public Member)

David Goldsmitht
(Public Member)

Discipline?

CHAIR

Ed TeaR.P.F(Ret.)

MEMBERS

Rob Tomchiclg.P.F.

Ken ElliottR.P.F.

Chad Andersom.P.F.
COUNCIMEMBER

Waseem Ashi@R.P.F.

Susan GesngPublic Memberk
Mark Kuhlberg (Public Member)
Daniela CoragPublic Membert
Douglas Reynold®ublic Memberk

Finance

CHAIR
David MiltonR.P.F(Ret.lt

Peter Street, R.P k.

MEMBERS

Bob BoyceR.P.F.

lan Pyke, R.P.F.

Craig Robinson, R.P.F.

Paul WalligPublic Memberit
David Goldsmith (Public Membér)

5 { G (dzi2 NE

Registration?

CHAIR

Malcolm CockwelR.P.F.
VICE CHAIR

Sarah Sullivar.P.F.
MEMBERS

UIf RunessorR.P.F.

Jim McCreadg.P.F.
Frank KnaapemR.P.F(Ret.)
Andrée MorneaultR.P.F.
lidiko ApavaloagR.P.F.
KrishHomagainr.P.F.
COUNCIL MEMBER

Neil McLearR.P.F.
(Elected Councillor)

Mark KuhlbergPublic Memberkt
Sally Krigsti(Public Memberkt

Nominating

CHAIR
Peter StreetR.P.F.
MEMBERS

Gord CummingR.P.F.
Terry SchwarR.P.F.

Awards & Recognition

CHAIR
Sarah BraR.P.F.

MEMBERS

George GrahanR.P.F

Graeme DaviR.P.F.

Greg PawsqiR.P.F(NONPRACTISING

Complaints?

CHAIR
Dave PuttockR.P.F.

MEMBERS
Brian Barkley, R.P.F.
(ViceChair)

Chris McDonelR.P.F.
Jeff BartonR.P.F.
Allan FoleyR.P.F.

Bill HubbertR.P.F1

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Gordon King, R.P.F.
(Elected Councillor)
Susan Gesnét
(Publioviember)

Mark Kuhlberdt
(Public Member)

Daniela Corapi
(Public Member)

Douglas Reynolds
(Public Member)

Editorial Board

CHAIR
Betty VVankerkhof, R.P.F.
EDITOR

Jennifer Dacda, R.P.F. in
Training

MEMBERS

Sarah BroR.P.F.

John Harveyr.P.F.

Jim McCreadR.P.F.
Mark Partington, R.P.F.
Arben Pustina, R.P.F.
Mike RoserR.P.F.

Matt Wilkie,R.P.F.
Caroline MaciR.P.F.
Charles AldersoiR.P.F.

/¥ YEYFANILIASHSE  Pybli iméhabers are appointed by the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

2020ANNUAL REPORT



Urban Forestry

CHAIR
Ben Kuttner, R.P.F.
MEMBERS

Phil Davies, R.P.F.

Timea FileR.P.F.

Joel McCracken, R.P.F.
Jim McCreadyR.P.F
JohnMcNeil R.P.F

Amory NgamR.P.F

Astrid NielserR.P.E

Mike RosenR.P.F.

Regulations Amendment

CHAIR

Susan Gesnét
(Public Member)

Peter StreetR.P.P1

MEMBERS

Mark Kuhlbergt
(Public Member)

Chris McDonell, R.P.F.
Scot Rubin, R.P.F.
DenisGagnon, R.P.F.
Betty van Keitiof, R.P.F.
Tom RatZR.P.F.

Registration Appeal
Committee

CHAIR
Denis GagngmR.P.F.
MEMBERS

Peter StreetR.P.F
Richard RapeR.P.F

Equity & Inclusion

CHAIR
Carol Wer, R.P.F.

MEMBERS

Sally Krigstin ~ Mike Roserr.P.F
(Public Member) Waseem AshiiR.P.F

Denis Gagnam.P.F
Peter StreetR.P.F
Lacey Ros®.P.F
Larry McDermott
(Public Member)

Private Land

CHAIR
James Rogers, Associate R.P.F.
MEMBERS

Sarah BroR.P.F.

Aaron DayR.P.F

Ken Ellitt, R.P.F.

Josiah HenrigiR.P.F

Bohdan KowalylR.P.F

Caroline MaciR.P.F.

Thomas McCay, R.P.F.

Fraser SmitfR.P.F

Peter WilliamsR.P.F.

Brandon WilliamsorAssociateR.P.F

Crown Land

CHAIR

Robert PartridgeR.P.F.
MEMBERS

Sarah BroR.P.F.
George GrahanR.P.F.
Peter Nitschker.P.F.
Greg PawsqiR.P.F.

2020 Annual Conference

CHAIR
Graham DavjR.P.F.

MEMBERS

Bill Gaines, AssociagkeP.F.
Richard RapeR.P.F.

Kerry McLave, R.P.Rn Training
Phil DaviesR.P.F.

David Milton R.P.RRet.)
Caroline MachR.P.F.

Michael H. ClarkdR.P.F.

Brett Dixon R.P.F.

Terry SchwarR.P.F.

James Lan®kR.P.F.

Brian Marsha]IR.P.F.

Martin Neumann, Associae.P.F.
Paul KrabbeR.P.F.

Don WillisR.P.F.

Social Media

DenisGagnon, R.P.F.
Brian Marshall, R.P.F.
Lacey Rose, R.P.F.

OPFA REPRESENTATIVES ON EXTERNAL GROUPS

Canadian Forestry

Accreditation Board
Nancy LuckaR.P.F.

Ontario Trails Council
Caroline MacIR.P.F.

Regional Advisory
Committee (MNRF)

James Harrigo(Northwest)
Al ThorneR.P.F(Northeast)
Caroline MaciR.P.F(Southern)

2020ANNUAL REPORT



MESSAGE

Thank you for the opportunity to be the President. There is a certain connotation that comes
with that title, be it good or bad. In the end, though | feel much more like a Chairperson for your
Council since there really is nothing truly individual about what a regulatory body does for the
professional foresters of Ontario. Your Council is a diverse and engaged team of elected and
public members who are supported by staff and who have been an incredible asset, especially
over this past year. And what a year it was!

In December of 2019, we started yet another fiscal year with a budget in place and a list of
initiatives to complete. Your Council welcomed three new members with Carol Walker
(Councillor, Southwest section), Scot Rubin (Councillor, Northwest section), and Chris McDonell
as the new Vice President. Peter Street became Past President after turning the reins over.

I won't get into the details of all the Council meetings over the year since you now have the
opportunity to read them yourself on the OPFA website. This year saw the OPFA put time and
effort into proposing changes to the Professional Foresters Act, 2000. The year began waiting
for a response from the Minister’s office and ended with a flurry of activity by the Task Team
and staff, and they aren’t done yet.

In between those events, the business of your Council got turned on its head as all of our lives
became impacted in a way that we've only seen before in fictional movies and history books. We
became quickly aware of how small and connected our world is and how a tiny microscopic virus
can bring governments and economies to their knees. This pandemic has affected each of us
uniquely since it is a personal experience as much as it is a shared experience as we all go
through this together. Council, like all of you, had to adapt to these changes. That meant that
the slate of day-long face-to-face meetings turned into Zoom meetings. Thankfully the staff
was already very accustomed to working from home since Fred and Louise had already been
doing this for years. Council had just made the move a couple of years ago to using the Google
suite of products which provided the tools required to efficiently collaborate. Your Council was
nimble and adjusted to the changes quickly.

One of my personal highlights every year is the opportunity to attend the Annual General
Meeting and Conference as a way to reconnect with professionals that | haven't seen in a while
and to get the opportunity to meet new ones. Like many of you, | was looking forward to heading
down to the Nottawasaga Inn and learning so much more about the history, present, and future
of forestry in Simcoe County. The 2020 organizing committee was fully prepared to deliver an
amazing conference when they were forced to reevaluate holding the event in the face of so
many unknowns. Your safety was paramount and the decision was made to postpone the
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Conference and AGM. This very same organizing committee has agreed to host the 2021 AGM
and Conference and we look forward to what they have in store for us.

The OPFA bylaw requires that an Annual General Meeting of its members be held within 7
months of the start of the fiscal year. The decision was made to delay the conference by a year
but find a way to deliver an AGM before the end of June. Full credit goes to the staff of the
OPFA who quickly searched for software options to deliver the AGM, for writing and re-writing
the notes for the meeting, and finally, all the test runs that were done in order to prepare us to
deliver the AGM. In the end, the AGM was attended by nearly 100 OPFA registrants including a
special guest, the Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry.

While in the midst of this global pandemic the world was shaken again on May 25, 2020, when
police brutality and systemic racism forced a social reckoning. Your OPFA Council is made up of
a diverse group of individuals that felt that action was required. An Equity and Inclusivity Task
Team was formed with the objective of uncovering and eliminating any potential systemic
discrimination that may be embedded in the OPFA. The mandate for the team is to ensure that
OPFA's processes and procedures do not discriminate, nor do they create unintentional barriers
to entry and governance for any group. You will be seeing more from this Task Team in the
coming year.

In August, Council went through a renewal as we bid farewell to Susan Gesner, Mark Kuhlberg,
and Paul Wallis who had diligently served as Public Members and we welcomed four new Public
Members in David Goldsmith, Daniela Corapi, Douglas Reynolds, and Sally Krigstin. These new
council members have been quick to jump in and participate and they are bringing their
knowledge and experience to every meeting.

The OPFA Strategic Plan was extended to give Council the time necessary to develop a new one.
This year a request for proposal was put out and a service provider was selected to lead Council
and staff through the development of a new strategic plan. Carla Rhyant was selected as the
successful service provider to help lead Council through the exercise of developing a new
strategic plan. The lion’s share of the work and the final version of the strategic plan will be
completed in 2020-2021.

At this point, | want to acknowledge a number of people who have enabled the successes of the
past year. The OPFA staff, Fred, Louise, Priscilla, and Dave, are a powerhouse team that
succeeds by engaging with external parties, helping new registrants navigate the process,
keeping our meeting agendas orderly and complete, and working to manage the various
complaints. Those of you that volunteer on the numerous committees, your hard work, and
dedication to the profession do not go unnoticed. Peter and Chris have provided me with
examples of leadership and support while the rest of Council showed their dedication to serving
the public interest by engaging fully through this very unique year. Thank you to all of these
people for their contributions and their representation of the OPFA. A special thank you as well
to Lacey Rose (Councillor, Central-west section) who completed her second two-year term and
will be missed for her level of engagement and her ability to hold Council accountable for its
actions.
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In closing, | would like to encourage all registrants of the OPFA who have an interest in being
more involved with the OPFA, such as serving as a member of Council to please inform a

member of Council or the Executive Director_
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