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FAQ - Herbicides in Forestry in Ontario 
 

Who is responsible for the approval and regulation of herbicides in forestry?  

Herbicide use in forestry is governed by a multi-level regulatory framework. In Ontario, the 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) regulates herbicide application 
under the Pesticides Act and Ontario Regulation 63/09. Before any herbicide can be approved for 
use in Ontario, it must first be registered federally by Health Canada’s Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) under the Pest Control Products Act. 

Health Canada’s PMRA is responsible for conducting scientific evaluations of herbicide products 
to assess their safety for human health and the environment. Products are reviewed periodically 
to ensure they continue to meet current safety standards. 

What is the role of professional foresters?  

Forestry is a regulated profession in Ontario. To work as a professional forester, individuals must 
be registered with the Ontario Professional Foresters Association (OPFA). Professional foresters 
are held accountable to the Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice under the Professional 
Foresters Act, 2000. They apply science‑based knowledge to forest management decisions while 
working within legislative and regulatory frameworks.  

On Crown land, forest management plans are developed and implemented by professional 
foresters working with multidisciplinary teams that include ecologists, biologists, Indigenous 
knowledge holders, government officials, and local citizens’ committees. On private land, 
professional foresters and other specialists provide services and advice to support management 
practices that are informed, responsible, and aligned with relevant policies and regulations. 

How are herbicides used in Ontario? 

Forest management activities use a range of tools to meet silvicultural objectives and support 
long-term forest sustainability. In Ontario, herbicide application is one of several approved tools, 
including mechanical site preparation, prescribed burning, and manual brushing, that may be 
used to promote forest regeneration and control competing vegetation and invasive species. The 
selection of appropriate tools is informed by scientific research, applicable policy and legislation, 
and site-specific ecological conditions. 

How can someone share their views and concerns? 

Individuals who wish to express opinions or concerns about herbicide approval and regulation in 
Ontario may contact the appropriate regulatory agencies: 

● Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/corporate/about-health-canada/branches-agencies/pest-management-regulatory-agency.html
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● Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) 

These organizations are responsible for the approval, oversight, and scientific evaluation of 
herbicide products used in Ontario. 

We acknowledge that the use of herbicides is an issue about which many members of society 
hold strong and diverse views. The OPFA respects the right to express opinions freely and 
supports healthy discourse and education on forest management practices. However, 
harassment, intimidation, or threats directed at any individuals, including professional foresters, 
are unacceptable. The OPFA encourages respectful dialogue and collaboration, so that together 
we can advance sustainable forest management for the benefit of the people and the forests of 
Ontario. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-environment-conservation-parks

